
Summer Reading Project: 

English 9 GT (2021) 
 

Welcome to English 9 GT! Even though the next school year isn’t for a couple months, it is time for you—
as rising ninth graders—to prepare your summer reading assignment! This summer reading is an 

opportunity for you to read a piece of dystopian/allegorical literature to start a conversation regarding 
the purpose, cultural relevance, and the philosophical issues and life lessons discussed within this genre.   

 
Directions: Obtain and read one of the texts below (see brief synopses of each on the back of these 
directions). Complete a well-constructed essay based on the accompanying prompt in the box below. 
This essay will be collected in early-October. Each of the text options can be found in multiple 
locations: through hard copy for rent or purchase, at the Baltimore County Public Library, through 
Destiny on BCPS One, or through online sellers (always opt for the cheaper options). 
 
TEXT OPTIONS: 

 Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 
 George Orwell, 1984 

  

 
General assignment requirements: 
 Student response must discuss the above prompt with a clear thesis statement that identifies the 

author’s purpose for writing. 
 Must be typed in standard MLA format: 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, 1 inch 

margins, and black ink. NO pictures/clip art. Please search for PURDUE OWL online (for free) for 
assistance with MLA formatting. 

 Essay contains support from the text in the form of multiple direct quotations. Each quote should 
be followed by a citation. This includes the author’s last name and the page number in 
parentheses. It should look like this: “But they all say the same things and nobody says anything 
different from anyone else” (Bradbury 31). 

 Each quote is accompanied by an adequate explanation. 
 Grammar, spelling, and mechanics are correct. 
 Avoid first or second-person pronouns in entire project. Do not use I, me, my, you, your, etc. 
 Project does not simply summarize plot – rather, it analyzes the plot, conflict, character, etc. 

 
**As stated above, this assignment will be collected in early-October. It is strongly suggested that students begin the 
assignment prior to the start of school so that all clarification questions can be addressed before the deadline. 
 
**Please be aware of the fact that your 9GT English teacher is extremely familiar with the description of each text as listed 
on SparkNotes (and similar websites such as Shmoop, GradeSaver, LitCharts, and Wikipedia). You will, without question, 
receive a zero on the entire project should you choose to use ideas and/or language that are not your own. This assignment 
helps your teacher understand your current writing and analysis ability, so you should not consult ANY other resources 
other than the text you have chosen and your own mind! Additionally, your teacher is aware of ALL movie versions of these 
texts – and that they are not the same as the novels. 
 

PROMPT: Examine and explain the author’s purpose for writing this novel. How does the 
author use literary techniques to demonstrate their purpose for writing? Finally, why is 
the message and purpose of your chosen text importance for today’s society and culture?  

In your essay, be sure to avoid merely summarizing the plot, and rather, analyze the most 
significant aspects of the plot, conflict, and character(s) development. You may consider 

discussing literary techniques such as diction, figurative language (simile, metaphor, 
personification, hyperbole), symbolism, imagery, etc. to demonstrate author’s purpose. 



 
BRIEF TEXT SYNOPSES (to help you choose!): 

 
1. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
Guy Montag is a fireman who burns books in a futuristic American city. In Montag’s world, firemen 

start fires rather than putting them out. The people in this society do not read books, enjoy nature, spend 
time by themselves, think independently, or have meaningful conversations. Instead, they drive very fast, 
watch excessive amounts of television on wall-size sets, and listen to the radio on “Seashell Radio” sets 
attached to their ears. Montag becomes disillusioned with his role of censoring literature and destroying 
knowledge, eventually quitting his job and committing himself to enact societal change. 
 
 

2. 1984 by George Orwell 
Winston Smith is a low-ranking member of the ruling Party in London, in the nation of Oceania. 

Everywhere Winston goes, even his own home, the Party watches him through telescreens; everywhere he 
looks he sees the face of the Party’s seemingly omniscient leader, a figure known only as Big Brother. The 
Party controls everything in Oceania, even the people’s history and language. Currently, the Party is 
forcing the implementation of an invented language called Newspeak, which attempts to prevent political 
rebellion by eliminating all words related to it. Even thinking rebellious thoughts is illegal. Such 
thoughtcrime is, in fact, the worst of all crimes. Winston feels incredibly frustrated, oppressed, and 
controlled by the Party. 
 
 
 
Before beginning, read over the directions and requirements carefully to ensure full comprehension of 

the task at hand.  
 
 
 

As you work over the summer, please feel free to reach out to me via email at sdonahue@bcps.org 
with any questions. I will do my best to get back to you ASAP with any helpful tips, suggestions, 

and feedback. There will certainly be an opportunity for me to give feedback on your essay before the due date. 
 
 

Have a great summer! Happy reading! 
-   Ms. Donahue   


